
September Tween Book Bag 
Book Choices

Miles Morales Shock Waves graphic novel 
by Justin A. Reynolds and Pablo Leon

Miles Morales is a normal kid who happens to juggle school at Brooklyn Visions
Academy while swinging through the streets of Brooklyn as Spider-Man. After a
disastrous earthquake strikes his mother's birthplace of Puerto Rico, Miles
springs into action to help set up a fundraiser for the devastated island. But when
a new student's father goes missing, Miles begins to make connections between
the disappearance and a giant corporation sponsoring Miles' fundraiser.

Flora & Ulysses by Kate DiCamillo
It begins, as the best superhero stories do, with a tragic accident that has
unexpected consequences. The squirrel never saw the vacuum cleaner coming,
but self-described cynic Flora Belle Buckman, who has read every issue of the
comic book Terrible Things Can Happen to You!, is the just the right person to
step in and save him. What neither can predict is that Ulysses (the squirrel) has
been born anew, with powers of strength, flight, and misspelled poetry—and that
Flora will be changed too.

Maxi's Secrets by Lynn Plourde
Timminy knows that moving to a new town just in time to start middle school
when you are perfect bully bait is less than ideal. But he gets a great consolation
prize in Maxi—a gentle giant of a dog who the family quickly discovers is deaf.
Timminy is determined to do all he can to help Maxi—after all, his parents didn't
return him because he was a runt. But when the going gets rough for Timminy,
who spends a little too much time getting shoved into lockers at school, Maxi
ends up being the one to help him.

Upside Down in the Middle of Nowhere by Julie T. Lamana
Armani Curtis can think about only one thing: her tenth birthday. She's having a
party, her mama is making a big cake, and she has a good feeling about a certain
wrapped box. Turning ten years old is a big deal to Armani. It means she's older,
wiser, more responsible. But when Hurricane Katrina hits the Lower Nines of
New Orleans and tears her world apart, Armani realizes that being ten means
being brave, watching loved ones die, and mustering all her strength to help her
family weather the storm.

Crenshaw by Katherine Applegate
Jackson and his family have fallen on hard times. There's no more money for
rent. And not much for food, either. His parents, his little sister, and their dog
may have to live in their minivan. Again.

Crenshaw is a cat. He's large, he's outspoken, and he's imaginary. He has come
back into Jackson's life to help him. But is an imaginary friend enough to save this
family from losing everything?
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My Basmati Bat Mitzvah by Paula Freedman
During the fall leading up to her bat mitzvah, Tara (Hindi for “star”) Feinstein has a lot more
than her Torah portion on her mind. Between Hebrew school and study sessions with the
rabbi, there doesn’t seem to be enough time to hang out with her best friend Ben-O―who
might also be her boyfriend―and her other best friend, Rebecca, who’s getting a little too
cozy with the snotty Sheila Rosenberg. Not to mention working on her robotics project with
the class clown Ryan Berger, or figuring out what to do with a priceless heirloom sari that she
accidentally ruined. Amid all this drama, Tara considers how to balance her Indian and Jewish
identities and what it means to have a bat mitzvah while questioning her faith.

Framed! by James Ponti
Florian is twelve years old and has just moved to Washington. He’s learning his
way around using TOAST, which stands for the Theory of All Small Things. It’s a
technique he invented to solve life’s little mysteries such as: where to sit on the on
the first day of school, or which Chinese restaurant has the best eggrolls. But
when he teaches it to his new friend Margaret, they uncover a mystery that isn’t
little. In fact, it’s HUGE, and it involves the National Gallery, the FBI, and a
notorious crime syndicate known as EEL. Can Florian decipher the clues and finish
his homework in time to help the FBI solve the case?

Furthermore by Tahereh Mafi
There are only three things that matter to twelve-year-old Alice Alexis
Queensmeadow: Mother, who wouldn’t miss her; magic and color, which seem to
elude her; and Father, who always loved her. The day Father disappears from
Ferenwood he takes nothing but a ruler with him. But it’s been almost three
years since then, and Alice is determined to find him. She loves her father even
more than she loves adventure, and she’s about to embark on one to find the
other.

Unbeatable Squirrel Girl by Shannon Hale & Dean Hale
Fourteen-year-old Doreen Green moved from sunny California to the suburbs of
New Jersey. She must start at a new school, make new friends, and continue to
hide her tail. Yep, Doreen has the powers of . . . a squirrel! After failing at several
attempts to find her new BFF, Doreen feels lonely and trapped, liked a caged
animal. Then one day Doreen uses her extraordinary powers to stop a group of
troublemakers from causing mischief in the neighborhood, and her whole life
changes. 

Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson
Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt halfway home in
each place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow up as an African
American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her
growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each
poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, each line a glimpse into a
child’s soul as she searches for her place in the world. 


