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Josephine Against the Sea by Shakirah Bourne
Eleven-year-old Josephine knows that no one is good enough for her daddy. That's
why she makes a habit of scaring his new girlfriends away. She's desperate to
make it onto her school's cricket team because she'll get to play her favorite sport
AND use the cricket matches to distract Daddy from dating.
But when Coach Broomes announces that girls can't try out for the team, the
frustrated Josephine cuts into a powerful silk cotton tree and accidentally
summons a bigger problem into her life . . .

Sticky Notes by Dianne Touchell
Foster Sumner is ten years old. He likes toy soldiers, tadpole hunting,
going to school, and the beach. Best of all, he likes listening to his dad's
stories. But then Foster's dad starts forgetting things. No one is too
worried at first. Foster and Dad giggle about it. Dad goes out for milk and
comes back with cat food, when the cat has been dead for five years. But
then the forgetting gets worse. And suddenly no one is laughing anymore.

Unschooled by Allan Woodrow
This year's fifth graders are the worst Principal Klein has ever seen. But he's hoping that Spirit
Week can teach them teamwork, with a top secret prize for the winning team as incentive. Best
friends George and Lilly have been looking forward to Spirit Week all year. They might be
complete opposites, but they can't wait to be on the winning team together. When their classes
end up rivals, with Lilly leading Team Red and George leading Team Blue, the friends swear
they can compete and remain best friends. But suddenly there are slimed lockers, sabotaged
costumes, and class pets held hostage. As the pranks escalate, it threatens everything,
including the prize. 

New Kid by Jerry Craft
Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about his
life. But instead of sending him to the art school of his dreams, his parents enroll
him in a prestigious private school known for its academics, where Jordan is one
of the few kids of color in his entire grade. As he makes the daily trip from his
Washington Heights apartment to the upscale Riverdale Academy Day School,
Jordan soon finds himself torn between two worlds—and not really fitting into
either one. 

Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolk
Despite growing up in the shadows cast by two world wars, Annabelle has lived a
mostly quiet, steady life in her small Pennsylvania town. Until the day new student
Betty Glengarry walks into her class. Betty quickly reveals herself to be cruel and
manipulative, and though her bullying seems isolated at first, it quickly escalates.
Toby, a reclusive World War I veteran, soon becomes the target of Betty’s attacks.
While others see Toby’s strangeness, Annabelle knows only kindness. And as
tensions mount in their small community, Annabelle must find the courage to
stand as a lone voice for justice.
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Scat by Carl Hiaasen
Bunny Starch, the most feared biology teacher ever, is missing. She disappeared
after a school field trip to Black Vine Swamp. And, to be honest, the kids in her
class are relieved. But when the principal tries to tell the students that Mrs. Starch
has been called away on a "family emergency," Nick and Marta just don't buy it.
No, they figure the class delinquent, Smoke, has something to do with her
disappearance. And he does! But not in the way they think. There's a lot more
going on in Black Vine Swamp than any one player in this twisted tale can see. 

Three Times Lucky by Sheila Turnage
Rising sixth grader Miss Moses LoBeau lives in the small town of Tupelo Landing, NC, where
everyone's business is fair game and no secret is sacred. She washed ashore in a hurricane
eleven years ago, and she's been making waves ever since. Although Mo hopes someday to
find her "upstream mother," she's found a home with the Colonel--a café owner with a
forgotten past of his own--and Miss Lana, the fabulous café hostess. She will protect those she
loves with every bit of her strong will and tough attitude. So when a lawman comes to town
asking about a murder, Mo and her best friend, Dale Earnhardt Johnson III, set out to uncover
the truth in hopes of saving the only family Mo has ever known.

Amina's Voice by Hena Khan
Amina has never been comfortable in the spotlight. She is happy just hanging out
with her best friend, Soojin. Except now that she’s in middle school everything
feels different. Soojin is suddenly hanging out with Emily, one of the “cool” girls in
the class, and even talking about changing her name to something more
“American.” Does Amina need to start changing too? Or hiding who she is to fit
in? While Amina grapples with these questions, she is devastated when her local
mosque is vandalized.

Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson
As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages her own fight...for freedom.
Promised freedom upon the death of their owner, she and her sister, Ruth, in a cruel twist of
fate become the property of a malicious New York City couple, the Locktons, who have no
sympathy for the American Revolution and even less for Ruth and Isabel. When Isabel meets
Curzon, a slave with ties to the Patriots, he encourages her to spy on her owners, who know
details of British plans for invasion. She is reluctant at first, but when the unthinkable
happens to Ruth, Isabel realizes her loyalty is available to the bidder who can provide her with
freedom.

Posted by John David Anderson
When cell phones are banned at Branton Middle School, Frost and his friends Deedee, Wolf,
and Bench come up with a new way to communicate: leaving sticky notes for each other all
around the school. It catches on, and soon all the kids in school are leaving notes—though
for every kind and friendly one, there is a cutting and cruel one as well. In the middle of this,
a new girl named Rose arrives at school and sits at Frost’s lunch table. Rose is not like anyone
else at Branton Middle School, and it’s clear that the close circle of friends Frost has made for
himself won’t easily hold another. As the sticky-note war escalates, and the pressure to
choose sides mounts, Frost soon realizes that after this year, nothing will ever be the same.
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Ali Cross by James Patterson
Ali Cross has always looked up to his father, former detective and
FBI agent Alex Cross. While solving some of the nation's most
challenging crimes, his father always kept his head and did the
right thing. Can Ali have the same strength and resolve?

Raymie Nightingale by Kate DiCamillo
Raymie Clarke has come to realize that everything, absolutely everything, depends on her. And
she has a plan. If Raymie can win the Little Miss Central Florida Tire competition, then her
father, who left town two days ago with a dental hygienist, will see Raymie's picture in the
paper and (maybe) come home. To win, not only does Raymie have to do good deeds and
learn how to twirl a baton; she also has to contend with the wispy, frequently fainting
Louisiana Elefante, who has a show-business background, and the fiery, stubborn Beverly
Tapinski, who’s determined to sabotage the contest. But as the competition approaches,
loneliness, loss, and unanswerable questions draw the three girls into an unlikely friendship —
and challenge each of them to come to the rescue in unexpected ways.

She Did It! 21 Women Who Changed the Way We Think by
Emily Arnold McCully

Prepare to discover new heroes among these twenty-one women who challenged
the status quo, championed others, and made their voices heard. From Jane
Addams to Alice Waters, from groundbreaking artists and social justice advocates
to scientific pioneers and business innovators, a strong thread of trailblazing
women runs through American history. 

The Strange Case of Origami Yoda by Tom Angleberger
It takes the wisdom of Yoda to survive the sixth grade. Meet Dwight, a sixth-grade
oddball. Dwight does a lot of weird things, like wearing the same T-shirt for a
month or telling people to call him "Captain Dwight." But Dwight does one cool
thing. He makes origami. One day he makes an origami finger puppet of Yoda. And
that's when things get mysterious. Origami Yoda can predict the future and
suggest the best way to deal with a tricky situation. His advice actually works, and
soon most of the sixth grade is lining up with questions. 

Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine
At her birth, Ella of Frell receives a foolish fairy's gift—the “gift” of
obedience. Ella must obey any order, whether it's to hop on one foot for a
day and a half, or to chop off her own head! But strong-willed Ella does
not accept her fate... Against a bold backdrop of princes, ogres, giants,
wicked stepsisters, and fairy godmothers, Ella goes on a quest to break
the curse forever.


