
Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo
 

One summer’s day, ten-year-old India Opal Buloni goes down to the local
supermarket for some groceries – and comes home with a dog. But Winn-Dixie is
no ordinary dog. It’s because of Winn-Dixie that Opal begins to make friends. And
it’s because of Winn-Dixie that she finally dares to ask her father about her
mother, who left when Opal was three. In fact, as Opal admits, just about
everything that happens that summer is because of Winn-Dixie.
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Mockingbird by Kathryn Erskine
Caitlin has Asperger's. The world according to her is black and white; anything in
between is confusing. Before, when things got confusing, Caitlin went to her older
brother, Devon, for help. But Devon was killed in a school shooting, and Caitlin's
dad is so distraught that he is just not helpful. Caitlin wants everything to go back
to the way things were, but she doesn't know how to do that. Then she comes
across the word closure--and she realizes this is what she needs. And in her search
for it, Caitlin discovers that the world may not be so black and white after all.

The Tales of Beedle the Bard by J. K. Rowling
The Tales of Beedle the Bard, a wizarding classic, first came to Muggle
readers' attention in the book known as Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows. Now, thanks to Hermione Granger's new translation from the
ancient runes, we present this stunning edition with an introduction,
notes, and illustrations by J.K. Rowling, and extensive commentary by
Albus Dumbledore.

This Is Not the Abby Show by Debbie Reed Fischer
Abby is twice exceptional—she is gifted in math and science, and she has ADHD. Normally, she
has everything pretty much under control. But when Abby makes one HUGE mistake that leads
to “The Night That Ruined My Life,” or “TNTRML,” she lands in summer school.
Abby thinks the other summer-school kids are going to be total weirdos. And what with her
parents’ new rules, plus all the fuss over her brother’s bar mitzvah, her life is turning into a
complete disaster. But as Abby learns to communicate better and finds friends who love her
for who she is, she discovers that her biggest weaknesses could be her greatest assets.

Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan
Willow Chance is a twelve-year-old genius, obsessed with nature and diagnosing
medical conditions, who finds it comforting to count by 7s. It has never been easy
for her to connect with anyone other than her adoptive parents, but that hasn’t
kept her from leading a quietly happy life . . . until now. Suddenly Willow’s world is
tragically changed when her parents both die in a car crash, leaving her alone in a
baffling world. The triumph of this book is that it is not a tragedy. 



Heavy Hitters by Matt Lupica
Ben and his friends, the Core Four Plus One, are so excited to play in their town's
All-Star Baseball league. But in the first game of the season Ben gets hit by a pitch.
It's never happened to him before and it shakes him up. Another player on Ben's
team, Justin, is acting really weirdly.  Justin is the team's best hitter but his
behavior on and off the field is erratic. Ben discovers that Justin's parents are
getting a divorce and Justin is thinking about quitting the team. 

The Eureka Key by Sarah L. Thomson
When middle school puzzle master Sam and history wiz Martina win a contest for a summer
trip across the US, they discover they've been drafted into something vastly more
extraordinary. Joining another kid on the trip, Theo, a descendant of George Washington
himself, they must follow clues to find seven keys left behind by the Founding Fathers.
Together the keys unlock Benjamin Franklin's greatest invention--a secret weapon intended to
defend the country. Each key is hidden in a unique location around the U.S., protected with
puzzles, riddles, and traps. This has kept the weapon safe . . . until now! 

The Adventures of Rabbi Harvey by Steve Sheinkin
After finishing school in New York, Rabbi Harvey traveled west in search of
adventure and, hopefully, work as a rabbi. His journey took him to Elk Spring,
Colorado, a small town in the Rocky Mountains. When he managed to outwit the
ruthless gang that had been ruling Elk Spring, the people invited Harvey to stay
on as the town's rabbi. In Harvey's adventures in Elk Spring, he settles disputes,
tricks criminals into confessing, and offers unsolicited bits of Talmudic insight and
Hasidic wisdom. 

Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson
As the Revolutionary War begins, thirteen-year-old Isabel wages her own fight...for freedom.
Promised freedom upon the death of their owner, she and her sister, Ruth, in a cruel twist of
fate become the property of a malicious New York City couple, the Locktons, who have no
sympathy for the American Revolution and even less for Ruth and Isabel. When Isabel meets
Curzon, a slave with ties to the Patriots, he encourages her to spy on her owners, who know
details of British plans for invasion. She is reluctant at first, but when the unthinkable
happens to Ruth, Isabel realizes her loyalty is available to the bidder who can provide her with
freedom.

365 Days of Wonder by R. J. Palacio
In Wonder, readers were introduced to memorable English teacher Mr. Browne
and his love of precepts. This companion book features conversations between
Mr. Browne and Auggie, Julian, Summer, Jack Will, and others, giving readers a
special peek at their lives after Wonder ends. Mr. Browne's essays and
correspondence are rounded out by a precept for each day of the year—drawn
from popular songs to children’s books to inscriptions on Egyptian tombstones to
fortune cookies. 

January Tween Book Bag 
Book Choices


