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Amber Brown is Not a Crayon by Paula Danziger
 

Amber Brown and Justin Daniels are best friends. They've known each other for
practically forever, sit next to each other in class, help each other with
homework, and always stick up for each other. Justin never says things like,
"Amber Brown is not a crayon." Amber never says, "You're Justin Time." They're
a great team—until disaster strikes. Justin has to move away, and now the best
friends are fighting. Will they be able to work it out before it's too late?

The Dog Who Saved Christmas by Allan Zullo
 

Readers will enjoy these true holiday and animal stories about dogs,
cats, birds, and even a reindeer that touched people's lives in significant
ways.

A Boy Called Christmas by Matt Haig
 

Eleven-year-old Nikolas–nicknamed "Christmas"–has received only one toy in his
life: a doll carved out of a turnip. But he's happy with his turnip doll, because it
came from his parents, who love him. Then one day his father goes missing, and
Nikolas must travel to the North Pole to save him. Along the way, Nikolas
befriends a surly reindeer, bests a troublesome troll, and discovers a hidden
world of enchantment in the frozen village of Elfhelm.

Eight Keys by Suzanne LaFleur
 

Elise and Franklin have always been best friends. Elise has always lived in the
big house with her loving Uncle and Aunt, because Elise's parents died when she
was too young to remember them. There's always been a barn behind the
house with eight locked doors on the second floor. When Elise and Franklin start
middle school, things feel all wrong. Then, soon after her 12th birthday, Elise
receives a mysterious key left for her by her father.

Everyday Angel by Victoria Schwab
 

At a first glance, Aria seems like your average twelve-year-old girl. She has
coppery hair, colored shoelaces, and a passion for cupcakes. But there's more
to Aria than meets the eye. She can dream things into existence, use her own
shadow like a door, and change the world in small, important ways. Aria is a
guardian angel. She's been sent here to earn her wings. But to do that, she'll
have to help three different girls.
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Firesong by Vashti Hardy
 

Arthur and Maudie Brightstorm are back home in Lontown and finally settling in
after their exhilarating- and secret- adventures in Erythea. Maudie’s sky-ak
invention is a hit, and Harriet has just announced that she will share her sky-ship’s
hydroelectric technology. But tensions are brewing. Pitch is becoming more and
more difficult to mine, and the existence of super-sapient creatures on other
continents threatens how the Explorers see themselves in the order of the world. 

Lara's Gift by Annemarie O'Brien
 

Young Lara is being groomed in the family tradition to take over as Count
Voronstov's next kennel steward, breeding borzoi dogs worthy of the Tsar. But
then Lara's baby brother is born and she finds herself supplanted as her father
decides to make her brother the next kennel steward. Going against her father's
wishes and becoming increasingly sure of her special gift of understanding these
incredible dogs, Lara risks everything when she reveals the truth about her visions. 

I Survived The Great Molasses Flood, 1919 by Lauren Tarshis
 

It's been four years since Carmen and Papa moved from Italy to Boston. Life here is
exciting, but not always easy. And then there's the massive metal tank that rises up
over their crowded North End neighborhood. The ugly tank, filled with sticky brown
molasses, has always leaked. But nobody imagined that it could one day explode
apart, sending a tsunami of molasses into the streets. Caught in the flood, Carmen
must fight for her life - the life that she and Papa built together in America.

Listening for Lucca by Suzanne LaFleur
 

When Siena writes in her diary with an old pen she found in her closet, the pen
writes its own story, of Sarah and Joshua, a brother and sister who lived in the
same house during World War II. As the two stories unfold, amazing parallels
begin to appear, and Siena senses that Sarah and Joshua's story might contain
the key to unlocking Lucca's voice.

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott
 

The beautiful Meg, artistic tomboy Jo, doomed Beth, and selfish Amy: since the
publication of Little Women in 1869, these four sisters have become America's
most beloved literary siblings. Louisa May Alcott's rich and realistic portrait has
inspired three movies and stirred the emotions of countless young girls. Set in
New England during the Civil War, the novel follows the adventures of the
March sisters as they struggle to pursue their dreams.
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My Side of the Mountain by Julie Craighead George
 

Sam Gribley is terribly unhappy living in New York City with his family, so he
runs away to the Catskill Mountains to live in the woods—all by himself. With
only a penknife, a ball of cord, forty dollars, and some flint and steel, he intends
to survive on his own. Sam learns about courage, danger, and independence
during his year in the wilderness, a year that changes his life forever.

Packing For Mars For Kids by Mary Roach
 

What is it like to float weightlessly in the air? What happens if you vomit in
your helmet during a spacewalk? How do astronauts go to the bathroom?
Is it true that they don’t shower? Can farts really be deadly in space? Best-
selling Mary Roach has the answers.

A Night Divided by Jennifer A. Nielsen
 

With the rise of the Berlin Wall, twelve-year-old Gerta finds her family suddenly
divided. She, her mother, and her brother Fritz live on the eastern side,
controlled by the Soviets. Her father and middle brother, who had gone west in
search of work, cannot return home. Gerta knows it is dangerous to watch the
wall, to think forbidden thoughts of freedom, yet she can't help herself.

Trouble in Zombie-Town by Mark Cheverton
 

Gameknight999 was sucked into the world of Minecraft when one of his father’s
inventions went haywire. Trapped inside the game, the former griefer learned
the error of his ways. He transformed into a heroic warrior and defeated
powerful endermen, ghasts, and dragons to save the world of Minecraft and his
NPC friends that live in it.

Who Is Stealing the 12 Days of Christmas? by Martha Freeman
 

Every Christmas since Alex can remember, his family and neighbors have filled
their front yards with decorations from each of the twelve days mentioned in
the song ""The Twelve Days of Chirstmas."" But this year someone is stealing
them one by one. Alex is determined to solve this caper, but will he be able to
do it in time to save the twelve days of Christmas?


