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The Danger Box by Blue Balliett
A boy in a small town who has a different way of seeing. A mischievous girl who doesn't
belong. A mysterious notebook. A fire. A stranger. A death.
These are some of the things you'll find within The Danger Box, the new mystery from
bestselling author Blue Balliett.

Dr. Critchlore’s School for Minions by Sheila Grau
Welcome to Dr. Critchlore’s School for Minions, the premier trainer of minions for Evil
Overlords everywhere. No student is prouder to be at Dr. Critchlore’s than Runt Higgins, a
twelve-year-old werewolf. (At least he thinks he’s twelve. He was abandoned at the school
as a baby, so he can’t say for sure.) Runt loves everything about Dr. Critchlore’s. He loves his
classes—like History of Henchmen and Introduction to Explosives. 

Elvis and the Underdogs by Jenny Lee
Benji Wendell Barnsworth is a small ten-year-old boy with a big personality. Born
premature, Benji is sickly, accident-prone, and at the hospital so often he even has his own
punch card. So when Benji wakes up one day from a particularly bad spell, his doctors take
the radical step of suggesting he get a therapy dog. But when a massive crate arrives at
Benji's house, out walks a two-hundred-pound Newfoundland who can talk! And boy, is he
bossy.

Escape from East Berlin by Andy Marino
Inspired by real events, Escape from East Berlin tells two stories of daring bids for freedom
from the Eastern Bloc, set decades apart and relayed in alternating perspectives. Triumph
and tragedy intertwine in this examination of both the earliest and final days of the Berlin
Wall.

The First Escape by G. P. Taylor
Sadie and Saskia are mischievous identical twins living at an orphanage, where Erik is their
only friend. They are separated when Saskia is adopted by Muzz Elliott, a wealthy woman
searching for her long-lost family treasure. While Saskia stumbles into the center of a crime
only she can stop, Sadie and Erik embark on a quest to find her. 
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How to Make Friends and Monsters by Ron Bates
For Howard Boward, science genius, making friends in middle school is hard. The other kids have
more fun creatively expanding Howard’s name than actually hanging out, as in How-weird or How-
Lame.. So, why not actually make a friend? A little wonder putty, some DNA, a few accidentally
spilled chemicals and―boom!―instant friend. Monster friend, that is. Franklin ends up being cool
in middle school, and he helps Howard climb the uber-popular ladder, becoming How-Cool. But
the new fame and friendship isn’t exactly everything Howard hoped.

The Hunt for Star-Lord by Amanda Deibert
Rocket and Groot are living their best lives touring the galaxy for the very best deep-dish
pizza in the universe. Just as Rocket is about to bite down on a gooey slice of pizza with
extra trash, an alert pops up on his bounty tracker: Star-Lord has been kidnapped and is
being held for ransom!

Indigenous Ingenuity by Deidre Havrelock & Edward Kay
Corn. Chocolate. Fishing hooks. Boats that float. Insulated double-walled construction.
Recorded history and folklore. Life-saving disinfectant. Forest fire management. Our lives
would be unrecognizable without these, and countless other, scientific discoveries and
technological inventions from Indigenous North Americans. 

I Survived The Nazi Invasion, 1944: A Graphic Novel by
Lauren Tarshis

It's been years since the Nazis invaded Max Rosen's home country of Poland. All the Jewish
people, including Max's fam ily, have been forced to live in a ghetto. At least Max and his
sister, Zena, had Papa with them...until two months ago, when the Nazis took him away.
Now Max and Zena are on their own. One day, with barely enough food to survive, the
siblings make a dar ing escape from Nazi soldiers into the nearby forest. 

My Big Fat Zombie Goldfish by Mo O’Hara
When Tom's big brother decides to become an Evil Scientist, his first experiment involves
dunking Frankie the goldfish into toxic green gunk. Tom and his best friend Pradeep know
that there is only one thing to do: Zap the fish with a battery and bring him back to life! But
there's something weird about the new Frankie. He's now a BIG FAT ZOMBIE GOLDFISH with
hypnotic powers . . . and he's out for revenge!
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Ninth Ward by Jewell Parker Rhodes
Twelve-year-old Lanesha lives in a tight-knit community in New Orleans' Ninth Ward. She
doesn't have a fancy house like her uptown family or lots of friends like the other kids on
her street. But what she does have is Mama Ya-Ya, her fiercely loving caretaker, wise in the
ways of the world and able to predict the future. So when Mama Ya-Ya's visions show a
powerful hurricane--Katrina--fast approaching, it's up to Lanesha to call upon the hope and
strength Mama Ya-Ya has given her to help them both survive the storm.

Saving Winslow by Sharon Creech
Louie doesn't have the best luck when it comes to nurturing small creatures. So when his father
brings home a sickly newborn mini donkey, he's determined to save him. He names him Winslow.
Taking care of him helps Louie feel closer to his brother, Gus, who is far, far away in the army.
Everyone worries that Winslow won't survive, especially Louie’s quirky new friend, Nora, who has
experienced loss of her own. But as Louie's bond with Winslow grows, surprising and life-altering
events prove that this fragile donkey is stronger than anyone could have imagined.

The Silver Arrow by Lev Grossman
Kate and her younger brother Tom lead dull, uninteresting lives. And if their dull, uninteresting
parents are anything to go by, they don't have much to look forward to. Why can't Kate have
thrilling adventures and save the world the way people do in books? Even her 11th birthday is
shaping up to be mundane -- that is, until her mysterious and highly irresponsible Uncle Herbert,
whom she's never even met before, surprises her with the most unexpected, exhilarating,
inappropriate birthday present of all time: a colossal steam locomotive called the Silver Arrow.

Wonderstruck by Brian Selznick
Ben and Rose secretly wish their lives were different. Ben longs for the father he has never
known. Rose dreams of a mysterious actress whose life she chronicles in a scrapbook.
When Ben discovers a puzzling clue in his mother's room and Rose reads an enticing
headline in the newspaper, both children set out alone on desperate quests to find what
they are missing.Set fifty years apart, these two independent stories--Ben's told in words,
Rose's in pictures--weave back and forth with mesmerizing symmetry.

The Worst Class Trip Ever by Dave Barry
Eighth grader Wyatt Palmer’s primary goal on the class trip to Washington, D.C. is to avoid
embarrassment in front of his dream girl, Suzana. That dream is crushed before they even
get off the plane, when his best friend Matt notices two rather suspicious men seated
behind them … and decides to steal their mysterious luggage.


