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Anzu and the Realm of Darkness by Mai K. Nguyen
Anzu has just moved to a new town during Obon, a time for families to remember and
celebrate their ancestors. Ever since her obaachan died, though, Obon has lost its magic. She
doesn't feel much like celebrating anymore. While avoiding holiday festivities, Anzu spots a
stray dog down the street. A dog that seems to be staring right at her. But when she chases
after it, she slips and falls down a ridge, losing consciousness. When she awakes, she’s in the
Shinto underworld known as Yomi, a place she’s only heard about in Obaachan’s stories. 

Chasing Vermeer by Blue Balliett
When a book of unexplainable occurences brings Petra and Calder together, strange things start
to happen: Seemingly unrelated events connect; an eccentric old woman seeks their company; an
invaluable Vermeer painting disappears. Before they know it, the two find themselves at the
center of an international art scandal, where no one is spared from suspicion. As Petra and
Calder are drawn clue by clue into a mysterious labyrinth, they must draw on their powers of
intuition, their problem solving skills, and their knowledge of Vermeer.

Dear Mr. Henshaw by Beverly Cleary
After his parents separate, Leigh Botts moves to a new town with his mother. Struggling to
make friends and deal with his anger toward his absent father, Leigh loses himself in a class
assignment in which he must write to his favorite author. When Mr. Henshaw responds, the
two form an unexpected friendship that will change Leigh’s life forever.

The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo
Welcome to the story of Despereaux Tilling, a mouse who is in love with music, stories, and a
princess named Pea. It is also the story of a rat called Roscuro, who lives in the darkness and
covets a world filled with light. And it is the story of Miggery Sow, a slow-witted serving girl
who harbors a simple, impossible wish. These three characters are about to embark on a
journey that will lead them down into a horrible dungeon, up into a glittering castle, and,
ultimately, into each other’s lives.

Dog Diaries by James Patterson
Oh boy, oh boy, oh boy! I've been waiting for ages to tell my story, and now it's finally happening!
Being Rafe's dog isn't always easy, but it is always EXCITING! I've got so much to tell you about:
How I protect the yard from birds, raccoons, squirrels, raccoons, mail carriers...and did I mention
RACCOONS? Sniffing pooch posteriors for the latest canine news. And the terrifying monster
hiding in the hall closet: the vacuum cleaner! These were all the most paw-some parts of my
doggie life -- until the evil Mrs. Stricker threatened to send me back to the pound if I didn't learn
to behave.
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Dragons in a Bag by Zetta Elliott
When Jaxon is sent to spend the day with a mean old lady his mother calls Ma, he finds out
she's not his grandmother--but she is a witch! She needs his help delivering baby dragons to
a magical world where they'll be safe. There are two rules when it comes to the dragons:
don't let them out of the bag, and don't feed them anything sweet. Before he knows it, Jax
and his friends Vikram and Kavita have broken both rules!

The Five Lives of Our Cat Zook by Joanne Rocklin
Oona and her brother, Fred, love their cat, Zook (short for Zucchini), but Zook is sick. As they
conspire to break him out of the vet’s office, Oona tells the stories of his previous lives, ranging in
style from fairy tale to grand epic to slice of life. Each of Zook’s lives have echoes in Oona’s own
family life, which is going through a transition she’s not yet ready to face. Her father died two
years ago, and her mother has started a relationship with a man named Dylan—whom Oona
secretly calls “the villain.” The truth about Dylan, and about Zook’s medical condition, drives the
drama in this loving family story.

I Survived Hurricane Katrina, 2005 by Lauren Tarshis
Barry's family tries to evacuate before Hurricane Katrina hits their home in New Orleans. But
when Barry's little sister gets terribly sick, they're forced to stay home and wait out the
storm.At first, Katrina doesn't seem to be as bad as predicted. But overnight the levees
break, and Barry's world is literally torn apart. He's swept away by the floodwaters, away
from his family.

My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George
Sam Gribley is terribly unhappy living in New York City with his family, so he runs away to the
Catskill Mountains to live in the woods—all by himself. With only a penknife, a ball of cord,
forty dollars, and some flint and steel, he intends to survive on his own. Sam learns about
courage, danger, and independence during his year in the wilderness, a year that changes his
life forever.

Podkin One-Ear by Kieran Larwood
In a classic fantasy world of anthropomorphic rabbits, three young siblings are on the run
from the villainous Gorm tribe who have killed and enslaved their clan. Podkin, once
destined to be clan leader, has always been spoiled, but now he must act bravely as he, his
older sister, and baby brother flee for their lives. Facing pursuit and treachery, the three
collect allies in their search for refuge, until at last they are ready to fight back against the
Gorm and attempt to rid the land of an evil scourge.
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Spark by Sarah Beth Durst
Storm beasts and their guardians create perfect weather every day, and Mina longs for a storm
beast of her own. But when the gentle girl bonds with a lightning beast—a creature of fire and
chaos—everyone’s certain it’s a mistake. Everyone but Mina and the beast himself, Pixit. Quickly
enrolled in lightning school, Mina struggles to master a guardian’s skills, and she discovers that
her country's weather comes at a devastating cost—a cost powerful people wish to hide. Mina’s
never been the type to speak out, but someone has to tell the truth, and, with Pixit’s help, she
resolves to find a way to be heard.

Sweeping Up the Heart by Kevin Henkes
Amelia Albright dreams about going to Florida for spring break like everyone else in her class, but
her father—a cranky and stubborn English professor—has decided Florida is too much adventure.
Now Amelia is stuck at home with him and her babysitter, the beloved Mrs. O’Brien. The week
ahead promises to be boring, until Amelia meets Casey at her neighborhood art studio. Amelia has
never been friends with a boy before, and the experience is both fraught and thrilling. When Casey
claims to see the spirit of Amelia’s mother (who died ten years before), the pair embarks on an
altogether different journey in their attempt to find her.

The Sweetest Sound by Sherri Winston
For ten-year-old Cadence Jolly, birthdays are a constant reminder of all that has changed since
her mother skipped town with dreams of becoming a singing star. Cadence inherited that
musical soul, she can't deny it, but otherwise she couldn't be more different - she's as shy as
can be. She did make a promise last year that she would try to break out of her shell, just a
little. And she prayed that she'd get the courage to do it. As her eleventh birthday draws near,
she realizes time is running out.

Unplugged by Gordon Korman
As the son of the world’s most famous tech billionaire, spoiled Jett Baranov has always gotten
what he wanted. So when his father’s private jet drops him in the middle of the Arkansas
wilderness, at a place called the Oasis, Jett can’t believe it. He’s forced to hand over his cell phone,
eat grainy veggie patties, and participate in wholesome activities with the other kids, who he has
absolutely no interest in hanging out with. As the weeks go on, Jett starts to get used to the
unplugged life and even bonds with the other kids over their discovery of a baby-lizard-turned-pet,
Needles. But he can’t help noticing that the adults at the Oasis are acting really strange.

The Van Gogh Deception by Deron Hicks
When a young boy is discovered in Washington DC’s National Gallery without any
recollection of who he is, so begins a high-stakes race to unravel the greatest mystery of all:
his identity. As the stakes continue to rise, the boy must piece together the disjointed clues
of his origins while using his limited knowledge to stop one of the greatest art frauds ever
attempted. 
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Ways to Make Sunshine by Renee Watson
Ryan Hart can be and do anything. Her name means "king", that she is a leader, and she is
determined to keep growing into the name her parents gave her. She is all about trying to see
the best in people, to be a good daughter, sister, and friend. But Ryan has a lot on her mind. For
instance: Dad finally has a new job, but money is still tight. That means some changes, like
moving into a new (old) house, and Dad working the night shift. And with the fourth-grad talent
show coming up, Ryan wonders what talent she can perform on stage in front of everyone
without freezing. 

In Harm’s Way by Iain Martin
In September 1941, young Jack Kennedy was appointed an Ensign in the U.S. Naval Reserve.
After completing training and eager to serve, he volunteered for combat duty in the Pacific
and was appointed commander of PT 109.On August 2, 1943, Kennedy's PT 109 and two
others were on a night mission to ambush an enemy supply convoy when they were
surprised by a massive Japanese destroyer. The unsuspecting Americans had only seconds to
react as the Japanese captain turned his ship to ram directly into Kennedy's. 

When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead
Shortly after a fall-out with her best friend, sixth grader Miranda starts receiving mysterious
notes, and she doesn’t know what to do. The notes tell her that she must write a letter—a
true story, and that she can’t share her mission with anyone. It would be easy to ignore the
strange messages, except that whoever is leaving them has an uncanny ability to predict the
future. If that is the case, then Miranda has a big problem—because the notes tell her that
someone is going to die, and she might be too late to stop it.

Who Was Susan B. Anthony? by Pam Pollack & Meg Belviso
Susan B. Anthony may be an international icon but her campaign for women’s rights had
personal roots. Working as a school teacher in New York, Anthony refused to settle for less
pay than her male colleagues which ignited her lifelong devotion to women’s equality.
Anthony toured the United States and Europe giving speeches and publishing articles as one
of the most important advocates of women’s rights.

Wonder by R. J. Palacio
August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented him from
going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more
than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get past Auggie’s
extraordinary face. Beginning from Auggie’s point of view and expanding to include his
classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others, the perspectives converge to form a portrait
of one community’s struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance. 


