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Almost Home by Joan Bauer

When twelve-year-old Sugar's grandfather dies and her gambling father takes off yet again,
Sugar and her mother lose their home in Missouri. They head to Chicago for a fresh start,
only to discover that fresh starts aren't so easy to come by for the homeless. Nevertheless,
Sugar's mother has taught her to be grateful no matter what, so Sugar does her best. With
the help of a rescue dog, Shush; a foster family; a supportive teacher; a love of poetry; and
her own grace and good humor, Sugar comes to understand that while she can't control the

hand life deals her, she can control how she reseonds.
Ban This Book by Alan Gratz

A fourth grader fights back when From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E. L.
Konigsburg is challenged by a well-meaning parent and taken off the shelves of her school
library. Amy Anne is shy and soft-spoken, but don’t mess with her when it comes to her favorite
book in the whole world. Amy Anne and her lieutenants wage a battle for the books that will
make you laugh and pump your fists as they start a secret banned books locker library, make up
ridiculous reasons to ban every single book in the library to make a point, and take a stand
against censorship.

o Bedhead Ted by Scott SanGiacomo

Ten-year-old Ted just wants to fit in. But his wild, red hair is a target for school bullies.
Fortunately, he has his best friend, Stacy, to take his mind off all the mean comments. But
Stacy needs Ted's help to uncover the truth of a local urban legend—the elusive giant
raccoon known as the Brookside Beast! However, after Stacy starts making new friends, Ted
feels more alone and weirder than ever...until Ted discovers that he has a superpower! His

hair can lift, stretch, and catch anything.
s

Deep Water by Watt Key

After her father falls ill, twelve-year-old Julie Sims must take over and lead two of his clients
on a dive miles off the coast of Alabama while her father stays behind in the boat. When the
clients, a reckless boy Julie's age and his equally foolhardy father, disregard Julie's
instructions during the dive, she quickly realizes she's in over her head. And once she
surfaces, things only get worse: One of the clients is in serious condition, and their dive boat
has vanished—along with Julie's father, the only person who knows their whereabouts.

Detention of Doom by Derek Fridolfs & Dustin Nguyen

When Lex Luthor's family company, Lexcorp, invites kids from all over the country to attend an
honors ceremony, Clark Kent is happy to participate. That is, until his award trophy creates a
portal to another dimension and sucks him in! Lucky for Clark, his old friends Bruce and Diana
along with newer friends Barry (The Flash) and Ollie (Green Arrow) are on the case! They'll have
to travel to an alternate dimension to free their friend from Lex Luthor's grasp (and the worst
detention ever).
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Enginerds by Jarrett Lerner

Ken is an EngiNerd: one of a super-smart group of friends—all nerds—who have been close
since kindergarten. They may be brainiacs, but they're just like everyone else: they fight with
one another, watch too much TV, eat Chinese food, and hate walking their dogs. Well, maybe
not just like everyone because Ken’'s best friend Dan has beenbuilding robots. He then
secretly sent one to each of the EngiNerds, never letting them know he's the mastermind.

Grace by Mary Casanova

Nine-year-old Grace Thomas is always thinking up big ideas, like starting a business with her
friends over the summer! When her mom announces a trip to Paris instead, Grace gets on
board, but it quickly seems as if none of her plans are working out the way she'd hoped. She
and her French cousin aren't getting along, and Grace's friends back home have started a
business without her. Can she find the courage to stay open to new ideas and turn the
summer around?

How Lunchbox Jones Saved Me by Jennifer Brown

Luke Abbott's school is the losing-est school in the history of losing. And that's just fine for him.
He'd rather be at home playing video games and avoiding his older brother Rob and the Greatest
Betrayal of All Time. But now he's being forced to join the robotics team, where he'll meet a
colorful cast of characters, including: Mikayla, the girl who does everything with her toes; Jacob
and Jacob, who aren't twins but might as well be; the sunflower seed-obsessed Stuart; and Missy
the Cruel, Luke's innocent-looking bully since they were six-years-old. But it's an unlikely
connection with a mysterious boy known only as “Lunchbox Jones" that will change Luke's life.

JENNIFER BROWN

Inkling by Kenneth Oppel

The Rylance family is stuck. Dad's got writer's block. Ethan promised to illustrate a group
project at school--even though he can't draw. Sarah's still pining for a puppy. And they all
miss Mom. Enter Inkling. Inkling begins life in Mr. Rylance's sketchbook. But one night the ink
of his drawings runs together--and then leaps off the page! This small burst of creativity is
about to change everything.

Knights of the Kitchen Table by John Scieszka

Joe's been caught up in a book before, but this is ridiculous! Joe's Book, a gift from his
magician uncle, doesn't just tell stories, it zaps Joe and his friends Sam and Fred right into
€3 the middle of them. And when these thoroughly modern kids meet King Arthur and become
Dile Knights of the Round Table, the result can only be thoroughly amusing mayhem.
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Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy by Rey Terciero & Bre Indigo

Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy are having a really tough year: with their father serving in the military
overseas, they must work overtime to make ends meet...and each girl is struggling in her
own way. Whether it's school woes, health issues, boy troubles, or simply feeling lost, the
March sisters all need the same thing: support from each other. Only by coming together--
and sharing lots of laughs and tears--will these four young women find the courage to
discover who they truly are as individuals...and as a family.

The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate

Having spent twenty-seven years behind the glass walls of his enclosure in a shopping mall,
lvan has grown accustomed to humans watching him. He hardly ever thinks about his life in
the jungle. Instead, lvan occupies himself with television, his friends Stella and Bob, and
painting. But when he meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from the wild, he is forced to see
their home, and his art, through new eyes.

L Overboard! by Terry Lynn Johnson

Eleven-year-old Travis and his family are on a whale watch off the coast of Washington when
disaster strikes. The boat capsizes, throwing everyone into the ice-cold chaotic waves.
Separated from their families and struggling to stay afloat, Travis and twelve-year-old Marina
must use all of their grit and knowledge to survive.

Planet Earth Is Blue by Nicole Panteleakos

Twelve-year-old Nova is eagerly awaiting the launch of the space shuttle Challenger--it's the
first time a teacher is going into space, and kids across America will watch the event on live
TV in their classrooms. Nova and her big sister, Bridget, share a love of astronomy and the
space program. They planned to watch the launch together. But Bridget has disappeared,
and Nova is in a new foster home.
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e A Rover’s Story by Jasmine Warga

Meet Resilience, a Mars rover determined to live up to his name. Res was built to explore Mars.
He was not built to have human emotions. But as he learns new things from the NASA scientists
who assemble him, he begins to develop humanlike feelings. Maybe there’s a problem with his
. programming.... Human emotions or not, launch day comes, and Res blasts off to Mars,
,LRO\TERS accompanied by a friendly drone helicopter named Fly. But Res quickly discovers that Mars is a

- dangerous place filled with dust storms and giant cliffs. As he navigates Mars's difficult
landscape, Res is tested in ways that go beyond space exploration.
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Sled Dog School by Terry Lynn Johnson

Eleven-year-old Matt is struggling in school and he has to set up his own business to save his
failing math grade. But what is he even good at? The only thing he truly loves is his team of
dogs, and so Matt's Sled Dog School is born. Teaching dogsledding should be easy, right?
But people, just like dogs, can be unpredictable. And sometimes the bravest thing a person
can do is admit they need help.

Treaties, Trenches, Mud, and Blood by Nathan Hale

In 1914, the world’s biggest countries (and some of its smallest, too) were gearing up for a
massive fight. Land, history, geography—each country went to war for different reasons and
with different resources. But most ended up the same: sending their young men to fight for
their lives in the mud, on the sea, and in the air, in a conflict that would eventually claim
more than nine million lives.
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Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt

o Is eternal life a blessing or a curse? That is what young Winnie Foster must decide when she
TUCK EVERLASTING discovers a spring on her family’s property whose waters grant immortality. Members of the

i fi Tuck family, having drunk from the spring, tell Winnie of their experiences watching life go by
and never growing older. But then Winnie must decide whether or not to keep the Tucks’
secret—and whether or not to join them on their never-ending journey.

The Unicorn In the Barn by Jacqueline K. Ogburn

For years people have claimed to see a mysterious white deer in the woods around
Chinaberry Creek. It always gets away. One evening, Eric Harper thinks he spots it. But a deer
e 'l doesn't have a coat that shimmers like a pearl. And a deer certainly isn't born with an ivory
TG RRD horn curling from its forehead. When Eric discovers the unicorn is hurt and being taken care
of by the vet next door and her daughter, Allegra, his life is transformed.
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The Unsung Hero of Birdsong, USA by Brenda Woods

On Gabriel's twelfth birthday, he gets a new bike--and is so excited that he accidentally rides
it right into the path of a car. Fortunately, a Black man named Meriwether pushes him out of
the way just in time, and fixes his damaged bike. As a thank you, Gabriel gets him a job at his
dad's auto shop. Gabriel's dad hires him with some hesitation, however, anticipating trouble
with the other mechanic, who makes no secret of his racist opinions.




