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Chasing the Falconers by Gordon Korman
Aidan and Meg Falconer are their parents' only hope. The Falconers are facing life in prison --
unless Aidan and Meg can follow a trail of clues to prove their innocence. The problem? Right
now they're trapped in a juvenile detention center. Until they escape one night -- and find
themselves on the run, both from the authorities and from a sinister attacker who has his own
reason to stop them. The Falconers must use their wits to make it across the country... with
plenty of tests along the way.

Fortunately, the Milk by Neil Gaiman
"I bought the milk," said my father. "I walked out of the corner shop, and heard a noise like this: t
h u m m t h u m m. I looked up and saw a huge silver disc hovering in the air above Marshall
Road."
"Hullo," I said to myself. "That's not something you see every day. And then something odd
happened."

The Genius Experiment by James Patterson
Max Einstein is not your typical genius. She . . .

Hacks the computer system at NYU to attend classes
Builds inventions to help the homeless
And talks to Albert Einstein! (Okay, that's just in her imagination)

But everything changes when Max is recruited by a mysterious organization! Their mission: solve
some of the world's toughest problems using science. 

The Key to Extraordinary by Natalie Lloyd
Everyone in Emma's family is special. Her ancestors include Revolutionary War spies, brilliant
scientists, and famous musicians--every single one of which learned of their extraordinary
destiny through a dream. For Emma, her own dream can't come soon enough. Right before her
mother died, Emma promised that she'd do whatever it took to fulfill her destiny, and she
doesn't want to let her mother down. But when Emma's dream finally arrives, it points her
toward an impossible task--finding a legendary treasure hidden in her town's cemetery. 

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis
Four adventurous siblings—Peter, Susan, Edmund, and Lucy Pevensie—step through a wardrobe
door and into the land of Narnia, a land frozen in eternal winter and enslaved by the power of
the White Witch. But when almost all hope is lost, the return of the Great Lion, Aslan, signals a
great change . . . and a great sacrifice.
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A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park
A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, told in alternating sections, about two eleven-year-
olds in Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. The girl, Nya, is fetching water from a pond that is
two hours’ walk from her home: she makes two trips to the pond every day. The boy, Salva,
becomes one of the “lost boys” of Sudan, refugees who cover the African continent on foot as
they search for their families and for a safe place to stay. Enduring every hardship from
loneliness to attack by armed rebels to contact with killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a survivor,
and his story goes on to intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and moving way. 

Maxi’s Secrets by Lynn Plourde
Timminy knows that moving to a new town just in time to start middle school when you are
perfect bully bait is less than ideal. But he gets a great consolation prize in Maxi—a gentle giant
of a dog who the family quickly discovers is deaf. Timminy is determined to do all he can to help
Maxi—after all, his parents didn't return him because he was a runt. But when the going gets
rough for Timminy, who spends a little too much time getting shoved into lockers at school, Maxi
ends up being the one to help him—along with their neighbor, Abby, who doesn’t let her
blindness define her and bristles at Timminy’s “poor-me” attitude.

Save Me a Seat by Sarah Weeks & Gita Varadarajan
Joe and Ravi might be from very different places, but they're both stuck in the same place:
SCHOOL. Joe's lived in the same town all his life, and he was doing just fine until his best friends
moved away and left him on his own. Ravi's family just moved to America from India, and he's
finding it pretty hard to figure out where he fits in. Joe and Ravi don't think they have anything in
common -- but soon enough they have a common enemy (the biggest bully in their class) and a
common mission: to take control of their lives over the course of a single crazy week.

The Stonekeeper by Kazu Kibuishi
After the tragic death of their father, Emily and Navin move with their mother to the home of her
deceased great-grandfather. The strange house proves to be dangerous. Before long, a tentacled
creature lures the kids' mom through a door in the basement. Em and Navin, desperate not to
lose her, follow her into a fantastical world inhabited by robots, mysterious plants, and talking
animals. It's up to Em and Navin to figure out how to set things right and save their mother's life!

Bad Kitty Takes the Test by Nick Bruel
Based on her previous bad behavior, the Society of Cat Aptitude has determined that Kitty is not
only a bad kitty but a bad cat. In order to redeem her feline status, Kitty must take an aptitude
test to determine if she deserves to be a cat. If she fails, she will no longer be able to be a cat.
With the help of Chatty Kitty, who is the instructor at Cat School, and Uncle Murray, who thinks
he's just there to renew his driver's license, Kitty learns all about being a cat and a little about
herself.
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Tales From a Not-So-Fabulous Life by Rachel Renée Russell
Nikki confesses all in her first diary ever: her epic battle with her mom for an iPhone, meeting her
new soon-to-be BFFs Chloe and Zoey, falling for adorably sweet crush Brandon, dealing with her
zany little sister Brianna’s antics—and the immediate clashes with mean girl MacKenzie, who
becomes Nikki’s rival in a school-wide art competition.

When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead
Shortly after a fall-out with her best friend, sixth grader Miranda starts receiving mysterious
notes, and she doesn’t know what to do. The notes tell her that she must write a letter—a true
story, and that she can’t share her mission with anyone. It would be easy to ignore the strange
messages, except that whoever is leaving them has an uncanny ability to predict the future. If
that is the case, then Miranda has a big problem—because the notes tell her that someone is
going to die, and she might be too late to stop it.

Winter According to Humphrey by Betty G. Birney
The holidays are coming and Humphrey is unsqueakably excited. He loves to hear about all the
different ways his friends in Room 26 celebrate and to watch them make costumes and learn
songs for the Winter Wonderland pageant. (He even squeaks along!) But with so much to do, will
the holidays go according to plan? Do-It-Now-Daniel is having trouble practicing, Helpful-Holly
can’t stop worrying about making presents for her friends, and Humphrey still has to find a gift
for Og! Good thing Humphrey is one smart hamster who can help them all fill the season with
JOY-JOY-JOY!

The Winter Room by Gary Paulsen
Following the turn of the seasons, eleven-year-old Eldon traces the daily routines of his life on a
farm and his relationship with his older brother, Wayne. During the winter, with little work to be
done on the farm, Eldon and Wayne spend the quiet hours with their family, listening to their
uncle David's stories. But Eldon soon learns that, although he has lived on the same farm, in the
same house with his uncle for eleven springs, summers, and winters, he hardly knows him. When
Uncle David tells the story of "The Woodcutter," Eldon immediately understands that this story is
different from any other. 

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle
It was a dark and stormy night; Meg Murry, her small brother Charles Wallace, and her mother
had come down to the kitchen for a midnight snack when they were upset by the arrival of a
most disturbing stranger. "Wild nights are my glory," the unearthly stranger told them. "I just got
caught in a downdraft and blown off course. Let me sit down for a moment, and then I'll be on
my way. Speaking of ways, by the way, there is such a thing as a tesseract."
A tesseract (in case the reader doesn't know) is a wrinkle in time. 


